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Aim and objectives of the entrance exam 
The aim is to determine whether the candidate is ready to conduct scientific research. 
 
The objectives of the exam are to determine the following:  
– an ability to analyze the results of scientific literary or linguistic researches and to apply 

them when solving philological tasks;  
– readiness to use individual creative skills to come to original solution of research issues 

in philology;  
– readiness to independently conduct scientific research using modern methods of 

philology. 
 
The main requirements for candidate’s academic skills 
The candidate must know thе main scientific theories and concepts within the chosen area 

of literary or linguistic research;  
must be familiar with the current state of scientific research in the chosen area of literary 

or linguistic research;  
must be able to identify the most significant issues in the chosen area of literary or 

linguistic research and be able to analyze the results of scientific research. 
 
The procedure of the entrance exams 
The exam is taken orally and based on the examination papers. Each paper includes 2 

questions. As soon as the examination papers are handed out, the candidate has 1 hour (60 
minutes) without any pauses to get ready with the answer. According to the completeness and the 
correctness of the answer each candidate can get 0 to 100 points for the exam. 

 
Evaluation criteria 
The candidate’s answer is evaluated according to the following criteria.  
 
Excellent (80-100 points) 
The candidate demonstrated deep and systemized knowledge of the material, an ability to 

perform tasks freely, knows the basic literature and is familiar with the additional one that is 
being recommended for the program, knows the interrelation of the main notions and their value 
to the profession being obtained, showed creative skills in understanding, presentation and usage 
of the program material. 

 
Good (60-79 points) 
The candidate demonstrated complete knowledge of the program material and systemized 

knowledge of the subject, is ready to expand and update it independently within the studies and 
further professional work. 

 
Satisfactory (40-59 points) 
The candidate demonstrated knowledge of the program material sufficient for further 

studies and professional work, is familiar with the basic literature that is being recommended for 
this program, made some minor mistakes but is competent enough to eliminate them under 
teacher’s supervision. 

 
Unsatisfactory (less than 40 points) 
The candidate demonstrated significant knowledge gaps and made some fundamental 

mistakes, does not qualified to continue with the studies. 
 
 
 



The list of the questions for post-graduate entrance exam  
in 5.9.8 Fundamental and Applied Linguistics. 

 
1. Language as an object of linguistics. Principles of language existence: consistency, 

functionality, variability, cognitive and social conditionality. 
2. Methods and terminology in linguistics. "Metalanguage" of modern linguistics.  
3. Language as a systemic and structural formation. Basic properties of the language 

system. Level structure of the language. Language units. Types of relations in the language 
system: paradigmatics, syntagmatics, hierarchy.  

4. Language as a social phenomenon. Sociolinguistics. Forms of language existence as a 
social phenomenon. The difference between language and other social phenomena. Territorial 
and social differentiation of the language.  

5. Language and knowledge. Relationship between language and world view. Language 
as a tool and means in cognition of reality.  

6. Language and culture. State and official languages. Language and education. Language 
and ideology. Language and religion. Culture and national language features.  

7. Language as a sign system. Bilateral essence of the sign. The sign as a unity of 
expression and content. Language and other semiotic systems. Features of the linguistic sign.  

8. Functions of the language. The multifunctionality of the language.  
9. External and internal laws of language. Language development. Internal laws of 

language development: general (universal) and specific (national, individual).  
10. Genetic classification of languages: main principles.  
11. Morphological classification of languages. Differences in the morphological structure 

of languages. 
12. Theoretical linguistics: general characteristics.  
13. Applied linguistics and related sciences. Spheres of applied linguistic research. 
14. Semantics and pragmatics of language. Language and speech. Language activity and 

language use. 
15. Linguistic study of the correlation between verbal and non-verbal activities. 

Polychannel communication. Non-verbal communication systems.  
16. Correlation of language levels (phonetics and phonology, lexicology, word formation, 

morphology, syntax) in theoretical, applied and comparative aspects. 
17. Lexical, derivational and grammatical meaning.  
18. Lexical meaning of the word. Significative, denotative and connotative meaning of 

the word. Direct and figurative meaning. Polysemy. Homonymy.  
19. Semantics in multilevel language models. Lexical and grammatical semantics. 

Different types of semantic representations.  
20. Onomastics. Linguistic and extralinguistic problems of toponymy.  
21. General and Slavic aspectology.  
22. Areal linguistics. Dialectology and linguistic geography.  
23. Linguistic typology.  
24. Comparative-historical linguistics.  
25. Contrastive linguistics. Identification of similarities and differences between two or 

more languages. Contrastive linguistics and comparative linguistics.  
26. Interlingual contacts and their results.  
27. Linguistic translation studies and extralinguistic aspects of translation.  
28. Computational linguistics.  
29. Corpus linguistics.  
30. Linguistic methods for creating automated information systems and text processing 

systems.  
31. Automated lexicographic systems and computer lexicography (linguography).  
32. Linguistics and artificial intelligence.  



33. Linguistic study of communicative influence and manipulation of consciousness.  
34. Forensic linguistics.  
35. Political linguistics.  
36. The language of the media.  
37. Artificial languages: Linguistic aspects of creation. Interlinguistics.  
38. Linguography (lexicography, phraseography, morphemography, etc.). Computer and 

internet linguography. Linguistic terminology. Statistical linguography and terminography.  
39. Linguistic semiotics. 
40. Linguistic statistics. 
41. Experimental linguistics. Experimental methods in various fields of linguistics.  
42. Automated learning systems, distance learning systems.  
43. Cognitive linguistics.  
44. Discourse. Discourse analysis as a branch of linguistics. Discourse as an object of 

interdisciplinary study. Discourse and text.  
45. Model of speech communication. Speech act theory, characteristics of the utterance; 

linguistic and extralinguistic stages of speech production and speech perception. 
46. Bilingualism and polylingualism.  
47. Psycholinguistics. Behavior as a scientific concept. Human behavior and its speech 

forms. Three main approaches to the analysis of human behavior.  
48. Neurolinguistics. The subject and tasks of neurolinguistics. Linguistic study speech 

production and processing of speech. Methods of neurolinguistic research. Speech disorders in 
adults and children. Linguistic component of psychometric tools for speech assessment. Brain 
supply of language and speech. Aphasiology. 

49. Language situations. Language policy.  
50. Language changes. Background of language changes. External and internal factors of 

language variability. Types of language changes (phonological, grammatical, lexical).  
51. Distinctive features of the current stage in the development of world linguistics. 
 
 

Methodological and informational materials for the program of post-graduate entrance 
exam in 5.9.8 Fundamental and Applied Linguistics 

 
Basic literature: 
Benveniste E. Problems in General Linguistics / translated by M.E.Meek. Coral Gables: 

University of Miami Press [Problèmes de Linguistique Générale. Paris: Gallimard], 1971 [1966]. 
Chomsky N. Language and Mind. Third Edition. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2006. 
Concise encyclopedia of philosophy of language and linguistics / ed. by K.Brown. 

Elsevier Ltd., 2010. 
Delu Z., Rushan L. New Research on Cohesion and Coherence in Linguistics. Routledge, 

2022. 
Evans V., Green M. Cognitive Linguistics. Routledge, 2018. 
Gregory R., Norledge J., Stockwell P., Szudarski P. Digital Teaching for Linguistics. 

Routledge, 2021. 
Croft W. Morphosyntax: Constructions of the World's Languages. Cambridge University 

Press, 2022.  
Friedrich P. Applied Linguistics in the Real World. Routledge, 2019. 
Hickhock G., Small S.L. Neurobiology of Language N.-Y.: Academic Press, 2015. 1188 

p. 
Heydon G. Researching Forensic Linguistics: Approaches and Applications. Routledge, 

2018. 
Jeffries L., McIntyre D.D. Stylistics. University of Huddersfield, 2018. 

https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Zhang%20Delu
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Liu%20Rushan
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Vyvyan%20Evans
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Melanie%20Green
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Rebecca%20Gregory
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Jessica%20Norledge
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Peter%20Stockwell
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Pawe%C5%82%20Szudarski
https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=William%20Croft&eventCode=SE-AU
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Patricia%20Friedrich
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Georgina%20Heydon
https://www.cambridge.org/highereducation/search?filters=%24author%24author%3DLesley%20Jeffries%3B%3B&event=SE-AU_AUTH
https://www.cambridge.org/highereducation/search?filters=%24author%24author%3DDaniel%20%20McIntyre%3B%3B&event=SE-AU_AUTH


Lepschy G.C. History of Linguistics. Routledge, 2017. 
Lesser R., Milroy L. Linguistics and Aphasia: Psycholinguistic and Pragmatic Aspects of 

Intervention. Routledge, 2017. 
Linguistics / ed. by A. E. Baker & K. Hengeveld. Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2012. 
Luria H., Seymour M.D., Smoke T. Language and Linguistics in Context.  Routledge, 

2017. 
Lyons J. Introduction to theoretical linguistics. London, Cambridge U.P. 1968.  
Murasugi K., Stainton R. Philosophy and Linguistics. Routledge, 2020. 
Pérez-Paredes P. Corpus Linguistics for Education. Routledge, 2020. 
Robins R.H. General Linguistics. 4th edition. Routledge, 2016. 
Saussure F. de. Course in General Linguistics / Ed. by C. Bally and A. Sechehaye. 

Translated by Wade Baskin. New York: McGraw Hill [Cours de Linguistique Générale. Paris: 
Payot], 1959 [1916]. 

Searl J. Studies in the Theory of Speech Acts Expression and Meaning. Cambridge 
Unviersity Press, 1979. 

Steinberg D., Sciarini N. An Introduction to Psycholinguistics Routledge, 2017. 
Stibbe A. Ecolinguistics:  Language, Ecology and the Stories We Live By. Routledge, 

2020. 
Strazny P. Encyclopedia of Linguistics. Routledge, 2019. 
Wallis S. Statistics in Corpus Linguistics Research: a New Approach. Routledge, 2020. 
 
Additional literature: 
Aijmer K., Bengt A. English Corpus Linguistics. Routledge, 2015. 
Aphasia Definitions // National Aphasia Association. Retrieved from 

http://www.aphasia.org/aphasia-definitions 
Ahlsen E. Introduction to Neurolinguistics. Amsterdam, Philadelphia: John Benjamins 

Publishing Company, 2006.  
Agha A. Language and Social Relations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007. 
Bauman R., Briggs C.L. Voices of Modernity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2003. 
Blakemore D. Understanding utterances. Oxford: Blackwell, 1992. 
Carter R. Mapping the mind. University of California Press, 1999.  
Carter R. The Human Brain Book. 2019.  
Cheng W. Exploring Corpus Linguistics. Routledge, 2011. 
Cognitive linguistics / ed. by Dirk Geeraerts and Hubert Cuyckens. Oxford University 

Press, 2007. 
Clark H. Using language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 
Gee J.P. An Introduction to Discourse Analysis Theory and Method Routledge, 2014. 
Green A. Exploring Language Assessment and Testing. Routledge, 2013. 
Coulthard M., Johnson A. An Introduction to Forensic Linguistics Routledge, 2014. 
Croft W. Radical Construction Grammar: syntactic theory in typological perspective. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. 
Croft W. Typology and universals, 2nd edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2003. 
Dahl Ö. Tense and Aspect Systems. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1985. 
Fujita K., Boeckx C.A. Advances in Biolinguistics Routledge, 2018. 
Grammars of space: explorations in cognitive diversity / ed. by S.C.Levinson & D. 

Wilkins. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 
Handbook of psycholinguistics / J. K.Bock, W.J.M.Levelt; ed. by M.A.Gernsbacher. San 

Diego: Academic Press, 1994.  
Levelt W. J. M. Speaking: From intention to articulation. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 

1989. 584 p. 
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https://www.routledge.com/search?author=R.H.%20Robins
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Danny%20Steinberg
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https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Arran%20Stibbe
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Philipp%20Strazny
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Sean%20Wallis
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Seuren P. A. M. Western Linguistics: An Historical Introduction. Oxford: Blackwell, 
1998.  

Schiffrin D. Discourse markers. Cambridge: CUP, 1987. 
Steinberg D. An Introduction to Psycholinguistics. Routledge, 2006. 
Tagg C. Exploring Digital Communication. Routledge, 2015. 
Tallerman M. Understanding Syntax. Routledge, 2014. 
Trask R.L. Key concepts in language and linguistics. Routledge, 1999. 
Was С., Sansosti C., Morris B.  Eye-Tracking Technology Applications in Education 

Research. IGI Global Information Science Reference, 2017.  
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